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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 2-4 and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: a structural 
relationship between "an outer wall ; a scrubber; a column; a fluid inlet". The 
limitations stated are randomly presented and are without a clearly defined structural 
relationship. Correction is requested. Claims 2-4 and 7-9 depend on claim 6 and 
hence are also rejected. 

Claim 6 recites " a gas outlet relationship that has ... ". Examiner notes that 
previously recited in the claim is " a gas outlet from the annular outer zone". Examiner 
is unclear as to if the "gas outlet arrangement" is the same or different structure than "a 
gas outlet from the annular outer zone". Correction is requested. 

Claim 6 recites " a separation apparatus that is combined with the deliquidizer, 
fluid flow in the deliquidizer thereby rotating so as to be separated in a central zone 
along a longitudinal axis". Examiner is unsure as to if the "separation apparatus" is the 
same as the "spin element" previously recited in the claim or a different structure. 
Correction is requested. 
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Claim 6 recites "a liquid outlet arrangement comprising an upwardly open 
vessel". Examiner notes that previously recited in the claim is "a liquid outlet from the 
annular outer zone". Examiner is unclear as to if the "liquid outlet arrangement" is the 
same or different structure than the liquid outlet from the annular outer zone. 
Correction is requested. 

Claim 10 recites " a separation apparatus that is combined with the deliquidizer, 
and that is connected as a pre-separator to the fluid inlet". Examiner is unsure as to if 
the "separation apparatus" is the same as the "cyclone" previously recited in the claim 
or a different structure. Correction is requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 10 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 6 and 10 recite structural elements for separating liquid from a multiphase 
fluid flow". Haland(6752845) teaches a structure including a deliquidizer including a 
spin element for rotation of fluid flow, a gas outlet, a liquid collection area, and a 
conduit for returning separated liquid to a central portion of the spin element. However, 
Haland(6752845) is not "by another" as required by 35 USC 102(e), and therefore 
Haland(6752845) cannot be used as 102(e) anticipation reference against the current 
claims. Therefore, correction of the 112 second paragraph rejections set forth in the 
current office action for provide for claims allowable over prior art of record. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Hopkins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 159. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am-5pm, 
every Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Rah 

March 25, 2008 



/Robert A Hopkins/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



